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We have a zero –tolerance approach to sexual harassment and peer on peer abuse. 

We are supported in the prevention of sexual harassment, online sexual abuse and sexual 
violence through: 

 The promotion of a positive environment reflected in school values of aspirational, 
enlightened, compassionate, adventurous, individual. 

 Positive pupil staff relationships. These are evaluated as a strength of the school 
Pupils are asked to think of and name safe adults  

 Class based support to promote pupil voice:   
-‘I wish my teacher knew’  
-communication boxes in classrooms 

 Oracy: children are confident that their voice matters and they are heard 

 Strong online safety procedures including a pupil led online safety group ‘online 
safety legends’ 

 link and year 6 pupil workshop with community police 

 online safety workshops years 3-6 with ex police online safety expert 

 strong PSHE and relationship policy Pastoral team and PSE leads to collaborate in 
mapping out safeguarding aspects of PSE curriculum, identifying any gaps in lessons 
or resources which can be met by Pastoral team or other providers 

 Whole staff briefing to inform about updates to KCSIE 2021. Further whole school 
training to follow 

We understand that leaders of schools should assume that sexual harassment, online 
sexual abuse and sexual violence are happening in and around the establishment even 
when there are no specific reports. 

The DSL team is supported through non managerial supervision. The leadership team 
continue to explore models of supervision and coaching 

We employ the following measures to support the identification, management and response 
to any incidents: 

Our Safeguarding Policy lists unacceptable behaviour which are also summarised: 

 Sexual violence means rape, assault by penetration, or sexual assault (intentional 
sexual touching). 

 Sexual harassment means unwanted conduct of a sexual nature – such as sexual 
comments, sexual jokes or taunting, physical behaviour like interfering with clothes, 
or online harassment such as sexting. 

Our Oppressive Behaviour Policy describes how we prevent all forms of oppressive 
behaviour under the broad assumptions that we: 

 Have respect for one another 

 have a belief in the role of education as a positive force for social justice  

 explicitly teach that our actions have consequences for ourselves and others 

Our Behaviour Policy describes our school culture, what we want it to be and how we 
respond to any behaviour that is unacceptable through: 

 Use of emotion coaching approach 

 Maintaining expectation that children are ready, respectful, safe 
 



 

 
Managing and responding to reports of sexual harassment, sexual violence or abuse 
using a graduated approach 

We are aware that we need to respond appropriately, to all reports and concerns about 
sexual violence and/or harassment both online and offline, including those that have 
happened outside of school. We are guided by KCSIE part 5 

Managing and responding to concerns using a graduated approach DSL may: 

 Manage internally, where this is considered appropriate in the circumstances, and 
early help or statutory interventions aren't required 

 Refer to Early help, as outlined in chapter 1 of Working Together to Safeguard 
Children, where statutory interventions aren't required.  

 Referrals to children's social care*, where a child has been harmed, is at risk of 
harm, or is in immediate danger 

 Report to the police** (usually in parallel with a referral to children's social care), 
where a report of rape, assault by penetration or sexual assault is made. Police will 
consider what action to take to manage the assessed risk of harm, which could 
include the use of police or court bail 

Communication with parents 
 Parents will be informed about incidents of sexual harassment and peer on peer 

abuse following the same procedures as those taken with other incidents of negative 
behaviour and in line with behaviour and oppressive behaviour policies. 

 Where there are safeguarding concerns the DSL team will follow procedures as set 
out in KCSIE and our safeguarding policy. 

Tracking and Monitoring 

 All incidents will be recorded on cpoms 

Work with Local safeguarding partners and governors 

 We are guided by our safeguarding policy which is based on Southwark’s model 
policy.  

 Termly challenge meeting with safeguarding link advisors take place 

We support victims and alleged perpetrators and consider: 

 The wishes of the victim and how they want to proceed must be balanced against 
responsibility to protect other children 

 The nature of the alleged incident(s), including whether a crime may have been 
committed and consideration of harmful sexual behaviour 

 The ages and developmental stages of the children involved 
 Any power imbalance between the children. Consideration for example,as to whether 

the alleged perpetrator(s)  is significantly older, more mature or more confident or 
whether the victim has a disability or learning difficulty 

 Whether the alleged incident is a one-off or part of a sustained pattern of abuse 
 Whether there are ongoing risks to the victim (or anyone else) 
 Any related issues and wider context, including links to child sexual exploitation and 

child criminal exploitation   
 Support for pupils involved: 

Specific Considerations 

The victim  

Victims of this abuse will likely find the experience distressing, which can affect their 
progress in school. It is essential that all victims are reassured that they are being taken 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2


 

seriously, regardless of how long it has taken them to come forward and that they will be 
supported and kept safe.  KCSIE para 442 

We understand that: 

 Victims may not disclose the whole picture immediately, so dialogue should be kept 
open and encouraged 

 Girls are more likely to be victims and boys are more likely to be perpetrators 
 There may be more than one perpetrator, which is why KCSIE refers to 

‘perpetrator(s)’ rather than ‘perpetrator’ 

The way in which we support the victim will also depend on: 

 The age and developmental stage of the victim, the nature of the allegations and the 
potential risk of further abuse 

 The needs and wishes of the victim 

The alleged perpetrator(s)  

We will consider support (and sanctions) on a case-by-case basis. This includes: 

 The age and developmental stage of the alleged perpetrator(s) 
 The nature and frequency of the allegations and risk of harm to other children 
 Any unmet needs that the alleged perpetrator(s) may have 

 
Further guidance can be found in paragraph 464 of KCSIE. 

 

 


