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B 2r0nFF NEWSLETTER

As we close off another remarkable school year at Redriff Primary, | want to take this
moment to reflect, to celebrate, and most importantly, to thank each of our children for
what they bring to our Redriff family.

This year has been filled with growth, challenge, joy, and countless memorable moments.
From the energy and excitement of our Welcome Back Assembly in September to the
proud smiles at our recent Year 6 Leavers’ celebration, we've witnessed a year packed with
milestones.

Our Year 6 SATs results saw record highs again, significantly above national in all areas and
in the top 3% of schools nationally. We are sending our children off on the next important
part of their school journey really ready for the transition. They understand and feel what it
is like to be part of a strong, loving community that has known no boundaries in
achievement for them, and | know they will have the confidence to succeed.

We've seen our children flourish — whether it was in their brilliant performmances in the
winter, spring and summer productions, their creativity during Arts Week, or their
determination on Sports Day. Our enrichment weeks, school trips and journeys, and
themed curriculum days and weeks have created memories that our children will carry
with them long after they leave our gates. Docklands Week, our new Y3 residential, Black
History Night, Lion King production, nativities, Matilda production and our multitude of
sporting events too to name only a few.

At Redriff, we pride ourselves on being a school that nurtures not only minds, but hearts.
It has been a truly fantastic year, gone in a flash.

As we head into the summer break, | wish you all a very welcome and restful few weeks,
with quality family time together. | look forward to welcoming you back in September

when we roll again!

Mrs James

www.redriff.co.uk @Redriff Primary @ office@redriff.co.uk
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EXPERIENCES AND ENRICHMENT

DEBATE MATE

We are incredibly proud to announce that
the Redriff Debate Team achieved an
outstanding 2nd place in the national
debate competition! The team showcased
exceptional style, strategy, and content,
winning two out of three debates and
narrowly missing out on the top spot. Their
hard work, teamwork, and sharp thinking
truly impressed the judges and brought
pride to our school. A huge
congratulations to all involved - you've set
the bar high for next year! 4
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YEAR 3 RESIDENTIAL

Year 3 showed their adventurous spirit this term with their first ever residential. The cohort
were hosted by Christ's Hospital School, Horsham, and as well as camping on the grounds,
they were able to take part in a range of bush craft, teambuilding and adventure activities
that challenged and educated them. Highlights included the 8m climbing wall (which
some adults might also have attempted), the Radio Lego Challenge and cooking their own
dinners over open fires. A huge thanks to all the adults across the school who enabled this
trip and to the parents and carers of Year 3 for their support.
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YEAR 4 HEALTH CHALLENGE

Year 4 were asked to participate in the first
annual City of London Health Challenge - Step
to it. We had a wonderful day out exploring
West Ham Park while participating in exciting
sessions such as; dancing, boxercise, team
building and a nature scavenger hunt. They
also had a chance to meet the special guest,
Rory Gibbs who is a double World Champion
and Olympic rower who represented Team GB
at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. We buddied
up with other schools within the trust and

made friends along the way.
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YEAR 1 BRUNEL MUSEUM

Year 1 had a fantastic day at the
Brunel Museum!

We took part in exciting hands-on
activities, learning all about Isambard
Kingdom Brunel and the incredible
Thames Tunnel. The highlight of our
trip was a guided heritage walk,
where we explored historic buildings
and discovered why our local area is
so special. A wonderful day full of
learning, curiosity and fun!

YEAR 2 CUTTY SARK
As part of Docklands Week, Year 2 had an exciting trip to the historic Cutty Sark! The
children explored every corner of the famous tea clipper, learning all about its incredible
voyages and why it was once one of the fastest ships in the world. They discovered what life
was like for sailors on board and got a real feel for the cramped living conditions on the

ship. It was a fun, hands-on way to bring history to life and sparked lots of great questions
and curiosity!




RECEPTION GRADUATION %

The Reception children celebrated their graduation at the end of this term. Whilst it is the end
of the journey in the Foundation Stage it is the start of the journey through Primary here at
Redriff. We are so incredibly proud of how far they have progressed this year. They have

brought such fun and wonder to their learning everyday and we know they will go on to do
great things! Congratulations Reception!




YEAR 2 CASTLES WORKSHOP

Year 2 had an exciting time diving into the world of medieval castles during our recent
history workshop! As part of our castles unit, the children explored the different features of
castles and took on the roles of people who lived and worked in them during medieval times.

From brave knights to busy cooks, everyone got involved and brought history to life. It was a
fun and engaging way to deepen our understanding of the past!

YEAR 1 & 2 GREAT FIRE OF LONDON WORKSHOP

Years 1and 2 took part in a fantastic workshop all about the Great Fire of London. We learned
how the fire started, how people reacted at the time, and what methods were used to try and
stop it from spreading. The workshop helped us step back in time and really understand this
important historical event. It was a fun and fascinating experience for everyone involved!




YEAR 5 FAST FASHION

This term, Year 5 have been exploring the
impact of fast fashion and the
importance of making more sustainable
choices when it comes to what we wear.
In our literacy lessons, we researched the
topic in depth and produced non-
chronological reports and persuasive
speeches to share what we learned. To
put our knowledge into action, we
upcycled old, unwanted clothes into
fresh, creative pieces. Our fast fashion
assembly was a great success and really
got people thinking!




YEAR 6

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEU@

Our Year 6 trip to the Imperial War Museum was a powerful and inspiring experience that
brought our World War 2 topic to life in a truly memorable way. The visit gave us a chance to
explore rich displays, realistic models, and interactive exhibits that deepened our
understanding of the war. We were especially captivated by the model of the trenches and
the authentic war uniforms, which helped us visualise the life of soldiers and civilians during
wartime.

This trip was not only a perfect link to our history work in class, but it also helped prepare us
for our upcoming visit to France, especially as we reflect on the impact of the war across
Europe. The museum gave us a real sense of the human stories behind the history and left us
feeling more connected and informed as we continue our learning journey. ‘




SCIENCE MUSEUM

Our visit to the Science Museum was an exciting
and unforgettable part of our Year 6 journey. One
of the biggest highlights was having dedicated
time in the Wonderlab, where we explored
science in action through hands-on experiments
and interactive exhibits. We put our learning into
practice by investigating light, watching live
chemistry demonstrations, and experimenting
with forces. The giant slides with different
surface materials were especially popular — we
could have spent the whole day just on those!
Beyond the science, it was also really special to
enjoy a whole day with our teachers and friends,
laughing, chatting, and making new memories
together. As the end of Year 6 approaches, trips
like this remind us how far we've come and how
much fun learning can be when we explore it
together.

Year 6 had an exciting and enriching evening
going to see Matilda in the West End! The
experience helped them understand their
characters more deeply and made them
even more motivated to perform their own
show of Matilda!




FRANCE TRIP’]
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Year 6 enjoyed an amazing week in France on school journey. Whilst away, the children
exceeded our expectations, through their kindness and support for one another, how
cohesive as a year group they are, the ease in which they were able to apply their World War 2
learning to visiting the memorials and sites of war, each and every child touched by this at a
deep emotional level. We even had several members of the public commenting on their
incredible behaviour, especially while in the cemeteries. They had fun, relaxed together,

played and laughed. It was a wonderful final adventure before they all go their separate ways
for secondary school.




MATILDA PERFORMANCE

Our Year 6 pupils recently put on a fantastic performance of Matilda and it was a real
highlight of the summer term. It was a joy to see each student take to the stage with such
confidence, enthusiasm and focus. The effort that went into the acting, singing, set design,
and costumes was clear to everyone in the audience. Every child played their part, and
together they created a polished and memorable show. We are incredibly proud of the
dedication and teamwork our Year 6 students showed throughout the rehearsal process. A
big thank you to all the staff and families who supported them along the way.

Well done, Year 6—you should be very proud of what you achieved!
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As you prepare to leave Redriff and take your next big step into secondary school, we want to say a
huge well done and an even bigger good luck!

You've grown so much during your time here, not just in your learning but in confidence,
kindness, and resilience. We're proud of the people you've become and all that you've achieved.

Secondary school is an exciting new chapter, full of opportunities to learn, discover new interests,
and make lasting friendships. Believe in yourself, stay curious and always remember you'll always

be a part of the Redriff family.

Go out there and show the world what you're made of. We'll be cheering you on every step of the
way!

Good luck, Year 6. You've got this!




COMMUNITY

YEAR 2 ARTS AT REDRIFF ¢
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After learning weaving in their art lessons and creating their own individual pieces, Year 2

held an exhibition of their work. During the exhibition families worked together, with the
children teaching their parents the new skills they had learnt.

CREA

REDRIFF SUMMER TOY SWAP

We're thrilled to share the wonderful success
of our Summer Toy Swap!

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our
families, we collected a fantastic variety of
gently used toys—all clean, complete, and full
of life. These toys were lovingly rehomed
during our swap event, where each child had
the chance to pick out a “new-to-them” toy to
take home.

Not only did this event help clear space at
home and reduce waste, but it also
highlighted the power of sharing,
sustainability, and community spirit.

The joy on the children’s faces said it all!

A huge thank you to everyone who donated,
participated, and helped make this event so
special. Your kindness truly made a difference.
Let's continue working together to create
meaningful moments and positive change—
one toy at a time.
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KS1 FUDGE STAY AND PLAY

Our KS1 FUDGE Stay and Play was a fantastic success, filled with smiles, laughter, and
unforgettable moments!

It was heart-warming to see our children enjoying quality time with their loved ones—playing
games, sharing stories, and getting creative together. From crafting superhero masks and
sketching portraits to building cosy dens and tackling obstacle courses (even blindfolded!),
the activities were as fun as they were meaningful.

A huge thank you to all the families who joined us and helped create such a joyful, memory-
making day.

Events like these remind us how powerful connection, play, and shared experiences can be.
We're so grateful for your support—and so proud of our amazing KS1 children!
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PROGRESS CELEBRATIONS

This term, we hosted our first Progress
Celebration afternoon. The children
shone, sharing their learning with their
parents. It was a delight for everyone
hearing the children speaking so
purposefully and positively about their
progress this year. Thank you to everyone
who attended!

PAPER GARDEN

At Redriff we have been lucky enough to have
Seth come in every Friday to take children for
afternoon gardening as our resident gardener.
Seth has shared his passion with our children.
This half term we have also been visiting Seth
at the Paper Garden. We would like to say a

huge thank you to him for working with our
children to support them to learn more about
nature.
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DOCKLANDS WEEK

During this year's Docklands Week, we celebrated
the rich history and diverse communities that
have shaped our neighbourhood over the past
1,000 years. Inspired by Anne Johnson's London’s
River Tales, children from Nursery to Year 6
explored Surrey Docks through the stories of a
Viking, a docker, a refugee, and an Irish “pirate
queen.”

The week's learning culminated in the annual
Docklands Parade, led by Years 3 to 6, which took
place on an extremely hot day. Due to the heat,
we shortened the parade but still enjoyed a
fantastic day singing songs and celebrating
together through Russia Dock Woodlands.
Parents, carers, and families joined us on the walk
- thank you for your support.

REMEMBERING TOMMY BLACKMORE

At Redriff, we believe in honouring those who
have shaped our community—and former §
pupil Tommy Blackmore is one of those &
special people. g
Tommy was full of life, kind, intelligent, and
always smiling. He was well known and loved f b
by his teachers and peers for his charm, wit, B
and warm personality. After leaving Redriff, he
went on to Bacons College and later worked
for British Rail.

The park outside our school is named in his
memory. This week, we laid flowers there to :
remember Tommy and the positive impact he
had on everyone who knew him.

His memory continues to inspire us all.
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PRIDE AT REDRIFF

N
(l‘m 'ﬂu - 2 5 8

This half termm we celebrated pride week. Each year group learnt about a different historical
figure important to the LGBT+ movement. Reception learnt about Gilbert Baker - the creator
of the pride rainbow flag, and made a hand print rainbow altogether. In year 1, the children
learnt about Harvey Milk - they learnt that he stood up for people and fought to make things
equal, and they made their own pride flags. Year 2 learnt about Marsha P. Johnson, and how
she advocated for her friends to make sure everyone was treated fairly. They made their own
flower crowns and wrote on them one thing they could do to help people. In year 3, they
learnt about Barbara Gittings, who worked really hard to ensure libraries and schools had
inclusive books available, so all children can see themselves and their families represented.
They made their own inclusive family books in their classes. Bayard Rustin was the LGBT
figure for year 4, and they looked at the impact his peaceful protesting had on the world. They
created their own peaceful protest banners. In year 5, they learnt about the life of Alan Turing,
and had a go solving and creating our own codes to crack!

We ended the week in our rainbow clothes and had a sharing assembly, to share with the
school what we had learnt, so everyone got to understand all of the historical figures. We were
so proud of all the learning that took place in this week, the children were so reflective and
compassionate, and did so well sharing in assembly!
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REDRIFF'S SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS - WHAT A YEAR!

As we approach the end of another school year, we want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible
sporting achievements of our pupils. At Redriff, we believe in the power of sport to inspire confidence,
teamwork and resilience — and this year, our students have truly shone.

Each year, we take part in the LPESSN competitions, and 2024-2025 has been our most successful
year yet!

Y 1st Place Winners:
e Year 3 & 4 Tennis
¢ Year 5 & 6 Gymnastics
e Year 5 & 6 Hockey
¢ Year 5 & 6 Swimming
¢ Year 4 Football

Y Runners-Up:
Year 5 & 6 Indoor Athletics
Year 5 & 6 Mentivity Football Tournament
Year 3 & 4 Gymnastics
Year 5 & 6 Tag Rugby
Year 5 & 6 Girls Cricket

ey

Year 5 & 6 Boys Cricket e
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But sport at Redriff is about more than just medals. This year has been packed with memorable
experiences and opportunities for all our pupils:

38 pupils took part in the TCS Mini London Marathon in central London, with every child from
Years 3 to 6 also participating in the school-based version.

We celebrated three unforgettable Sports Days, filled with fun, teamwork and community
spirit.

We were thrilled to welcome Team GB sprinter Chad Miller, who inspired our students with
his journey and motivation.

Our cross-country team were crowned Cross Country Champions - a fantastic achievement!

We were honoured to represent Southwark in the NFL Flag Football London Regionals and had pupils
competing for both Southwark and the City of London in the London Youth Games. We also took part
in the London Youth Games Hockey Festival and the City of London Health & Fitness Event.

Redriff's commitment to excellence in PE has also been recognised nationally:

¢ We achieved Gold in the School Games Mark for the third consecutive year
¢ We were awarded Distinction in the Association for PE Quality Mark
¢ We even published a PE article in the AfPE magazine!

A special congratulations goes to Miss Durrant, who was:

Shortlisted for the TES School Awards - Primary Curriculum Leader of the Year
_ Nominated by LPESSN for Coach of the Year and PE Co-ordinator of the Year
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HOCKEY TRIP

What a day! Our hockey stars in the making
had a blast at Lee Valley, giving it their all at
every skills station. From dribbling to
defending, they picked up new tricks,
sharpened their game, and had plenty of fun
along the way. Watch out next year — these
kids are coming back stronger than ever!
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SPORTS DAY

It was wonderful to see all our pupils come
together for Sports Day, proudly
demonstrating our core sporting values of
resilience, teamwork, and sportsmanship.
Everyone gave their best effort to earn tokens
for their Colour House, and it was a joy to see

so many smiling faces throughout the day.
Congratulations to Red House for winning the
Year 1, 2, and 3 Sports Day, and to Green House
for their victory in the Year 4, 5, and 6 Sports
Day!

We were also delighted to see more parents
than ever taking part in the parent race this
year—well done, Redriff!




GYMNASTICS

Our gymnastics team has been working
incredibly hard on their routines, and it was a
real treat to watch them showcase their
amazing skills to the rest of the school and our
supportive parents.

A huge congratulations to our Year 5/6 team
for taking 1st place, and to our talented Year
3/4 team for securing 2nd place—what a
fantastic achievement for both groups! We're
so proud of you all!

WHAT A YEAR IT'S BEEN!

SPORTS CELEBRATION - HEADTEACHERS
AFTERNOON TEA

This year, we celebrated our achievements
with a special Summer Term Headteacher's
Afternoon Tea—an opportunity to recognise
and reward the incredible efforts of our pupils.
A huge congratulations to the following sports
squads for finishing first in their competitions:

e Year 3/4 Tennis Team A

e Year 5/6 Swimming Team
e Year 5/6 Hockey Team

e Year 5/6 Gymnastics Team

What an outstanding way to end the term,
well done to all involved!

To every pupil who trained, competed, supported and gave their best — we are so proud of
you. Thank you for showing what Redriff is all about: passion, determination, and the courage

to try.

Here's to another exciting year of sport in 2025-2026!




MAKATON

Throughout this term, both staff and
children at Redriff have been actively
learning our selected signs of the week for
spring. Our primary emphasis has been on
utilising these signs to  effectively
communicate. We encourage our families
to join in by learning these signs and
incorporating them into your home

routines. Summer

A

ice cream cold drink

sunshine

Makaton




A BIG THANK YOU TO THE PTA!

We'd like to send a huge shout-out to our amazing Friends of Redriff, our Parent
Teacher Association, for their continued support. The Christmas Hampers were a
festive hit and the Year 6 ice cream van was the cherry on top of a fantastic end-of-
year celebration! Thank you for helping us make school life extra special.

CHOIR HIGHLIGHTS &
FAREWELL TO PAULA

This year, our school choir has delivered
powerful and heartfelt performances,
notably during Black History Night and
various school assemblies. Their voices
have truly brought our community
together in song and spirit. A special
thank you goes to Paula, who has been
absolutely wonderful to work with. Her
dedication, warmth and genuine care for
the children have left a lasting impact. It
has been a joy having her as part of the
team and we are genuinely sad to see her
go. She will be greatly missed!

@ Salter Road Rotherhithe London SE165LQ % 0207 237 4272
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CHEFS BUTTERNUT SQUASH MAC + CHEESE

Ingredients

180 Grs of macaroni elbow pasta.

2 a medium butternut squash.

45grs of butter or margarine.

25grs of plain flour.

500mls of semi skimmed milk.

3 grs of each salt and pepper.

240 grs of grated mature cheddar cheese.

Instructions

Preheat oven to 220 degrees.

Toss the butternut squash with a little olive oil and some seasoning and roast for
10-15 minutes or until golden brown. Then leave aside.

Bring a pot of water to boil; add generous sprinkling of salt and the pasta (follow
pack instructions for cooking time)

While the pasta cooks, melt the butter in a skillet or pot large enough to hold the
pasta when it's done.

Add the flour and stir over a medium heat until the mixture is lightly browned; 1-2
minutes.

Add the milk and whisk to remove any lumps and add salt and pepper to taste.
Cook over medium-high heat until the sauce thickens and starts to bubble. Abut
6 minutes.

Stir in the cheese and whisk until smooth and melted. Turn off the heat.

When the pasta is almost done but still firm, drain it and add to the sauce.

Stir the pasta and the butternut squash into the sauce and bake in a greased 2-
quart dish (or an 8x8 pan works well) 20-25 minutes until brown and bubbly.

You can also skip baking it if you want it super creamy and just put it under the

Broiler to brown the top (Keep an eye on it) and then serve. i

@ Salter Road Rotherhithe London SE165LQ % 0207 237 4272
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MYCHILDATSCHOOL (MCAS) PARENT APP LAUNCH
LAUNCHING SEPTEMBER 2025

MyChildAtSchool (MCAS) parent app launch

Dear parents/carers,

I am writing to inform you about an exciting change in how we will communicate with
parents and share information with you online.

We will soon be launching a new secure online portal and mobile app called
MyChildAtSchool (MCAS) to share important information.

We believe this new platform will provide you with a more convenient and efficient way to
access key information and receive communications from us. Our long-term vision is to
develop MyChildAtSchool into a comprehensive "one-stop-shop" for all information and
communication between the academy and home.

What happens next?

1. Activate account - keep an eye out (check your junk folder) for an email containing your
unique registration link, where you will be asked to set a password before logging in for the
first time

Store or Google Play Store and login. Please enable push notifications to ensure you receive
important updates from us

3. Check pupil profile - check that you can see your child’s profile. The app will not contain
live information at the start. We will roll out features and access to information from
September, with more guidance to follow.

We understand that introducing a new system may raise some questions. We appreciate
your patience and understanding during this transition as there may be some gaps or
inaccuracies during the roll out. In the meantime, links to apps and user guides can be found,
here: https://www.cola.org.uk/mcas/.

Please let us know if you have any questions or issues getting set up on MCAS.

Thank you for your continued support.

@ Salter Road Rotherhithe London SE165LQ % 0207 237 4272
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PARENT NOTICE

From 1% August Redwood Estate are installing ANPR cameras as part of a new
traffic management and safety initiative. There will be no visitor parking available
on the estate. Any unauthorised vehicles entering the estate will automatically
receive a fine which will be issued directly to the registered vehicle owner.

We kindly ask you for your cooperation not to enter or park within the
development unless you are authorised to do so. This measure is necessary to
maintain the safety of our community.

WEDNESDAY

3RD SEPTEMBER
2025
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