ISSUE 13 - OCTOBER 2025
\

5% REDRIFF NE SIITTER

- ~

2 rezea= N % ‘g X sitt A , L)

CITY orLONDON ACADEMY - b Wt NS T 5 & b= V-
= il ek S0 R S

Dear Redriff Families,

As we come to the end of our first half-term of the school year, | couldn’t be prouder of all
that our children and staff have achieved together. It's been a truly inspiring start, filled with
curiosity, creativity, and community spirit — everything that makes Redriff such a special
place to learn and grow.

Our pupils have embraced every opportunity for enrichment and adventure. From our Year
6 residential at The Farm Project — where children rolled up their sleeves to experience
farm life and sustainability first-hand — to Year 2's exploration of Borough Market,
discovering how food travels from around the world to our tables, learning has been alive
with purpose and excitement.

Our classrooms and beyond have been buzzing with hands-on experiences: taxonomy
through pasta classification, polar exploration at the Maritime Museum, and even a trip to
Linklaters law firm, where our Year 6 students explored confidence, communication, and
wellbeing in the workplace. The joy of learning truly shines through in every story.

Sport has also been a huge highlight this half-term. Our football teams played with passion
and teamwork, bringing home a well-deserved victory, and our cross-country runners did us
proud, with many finishing in the top 10. Meanwhile, our Year 6 swimmers have been
making waves at the new Canada Water Leisure Centre — their determination and progress
have been wonderful to see.

We've also shared memorable community moments that remind us what Redriff stands for
— inclusion, joy, and togetherness. Loose Parts Day turned imagination into action, our Park
Run brought families together in fitness and fun, and Black History Night filled the hall with
colour, music, and pride as our children celebrated culture and unity through powerful
performances.

A huge thank you to all our staff for their hard work and creativity, and to our families for
your continued support, enthusiasm, and partnership. You help make these achievements
possible, and together we're building something truly special.

| wish you all a restful and happy half-term break — and | can’t wait to see what the next
chapter of our school year brings!

WWW | www.redriff.co.uk @Redriff_Primary, office@redriff.co.uk
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YEAR 6 FARM TRIP &5
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This half term, ten of our Year 6 children visited The Farm Project at Abbey Home
Farm, run by The Organic Farm Shop in Cirencester. The Farm Project is a
residential programme offers young people the chance to immerse themselves in
farm life with the aim of helping them understand where food comes from whilst
building confidence, self-esteem and wellbeing.

During our stay, the children helped with feeding pigs and cows, harvesting fruit
and vegetables, preparing meals using farm produce and grooming horses. The
experience gave them not only a deeper understanding of agriculture and
sustainable food practices but also real pride in their own contributions, stronger
teamwork, improved resilience and new friendship bonds. We are really proud of

life.

We are enormously grateful to the Ampney Brook Foundation for funding this
residential and making this enriching opportunity possible.
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YEAR 2 BOROUGH MARKET

Year 2 had an exciting visit to Borough Market as part of their geography learning! They
explored where our food comes from and learnt about food miles—they loved finding out

how far their favourite foods travel to reach us. The trip brought their lessons to life, sparking
curiosity about local and global food journeys.
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&  EXPERIENCES AND ENRICHMENT

CITY OF LONDON AUTHOR TRIP

A group of Year 6 students were invited to an author talk by Ross MacKenzie hosted by the
City of London Secondary School. We had a truly fulfilling experience, hearing about his
inspiration in school, his love of books, and an exert from his books. All the students also
received copies of his book that the author himself signed. A truly wonderful trip that
inspired us and gave us a new book to cherish!

Ross MacKenzie has been writing stories since he was seven, starting with an illustrated
short story about a hungry crocodile named Crunchy Colin. His novel The Nowhere
Emporium won the Blue Peter Best Story Award and the Scottish Children’'s Book Award.
He also won the Scottish Teenage Book Prize 2021.

The Uninvited by Ross MacKenzie:

"When the Faerie folk flee their world and come to ours, running from the nightmare of
war, nobody in the everyday knows what to do. So, they are locked away.

Thirteen-year-old Samm Wolfback lives in Glass Forest, a sprawling Faerae refugee camp
in England. Life in Glass Forest is hard, poisoned by disease and crime and poverty. But
Samm has a unique gift that lines his pockets — he can find lost things.

When Samm is thrust into the centre of a plot to escape Glass Forest and return home, he
must use his gifts to unearth two treasures lost in the everyday: a relic that will end the war
back in Faerae; and the only person with the power to reopen the door between worlds —
the Locksmith. The task will take Samm to dark places filled with danger, from a grimly
enchanted circus of nightmares to a museum housing a murderous exhibit, and he will
have to use all of his skills to stay alive.

Meanwhile, in the human world, a kidnapped boy with a dark secret begins to realise that
he might hold the key to the Faerae folks’ fate. Before all is said and done, destiny’s web
will entangle him with Samm and send them spinning towards a showdown with the
great evil that lurks in the world beyond the door."
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PASTA CLASSIFICATION
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Building on their study of Carl Linnaeus and his system of classification, Year 6 explored
taxonomy through a fun, hands-on activity—classifying different types of pasta. Working in
groups, they identified each pasta by name and examined its unique characteristics to
determine how they could be grouped. By creating a classification pathway that led to a
specific pasta shape, Year 6 gained a deeper appreciation for the complexity and precision
Linnaeus faced in developing his classification system for all living things.
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MARITIME MUSEUM
Year 4 had a fantastic time exploring the

Greenwich Maritime Museum, we stepped
back in time to learn about the incredible
journeys of the polar explorers. The children
were fascinated by the exhibits in the Polar
Explorers gallery, especially the historic
equipment  and clothing used by
adventurers who set out to reach the North
Pole in the early 1900s. It was an inspiring
trip that brought history to life and sparked
lots of curiosity about exploration, bravery
and life in the extreme cold!

”‘,,qne.aw ntu\uibluﬂua §1l:




[

A\

LINKLATERS

Ten Year 6 students were invited to Linklaters,
one of the largest law firms in London, for an
inspiring and interactive workshop. Alongside
other Year 6 and Year 7 students, they explored
the importance of presentation skills, the
psychology behind them, and the role of
mindfulness. The students had the opportunity
to give presentations about themselves and
then collaborate in mixed groups to design a
special day promoting employees’ mental well-
being at Linklaters.

It was an exceptional event, highlighted by open
discussions with lawyers and partners from the
firm, who shared their experiences and insights.
The students also enjoyed an extravagant lunch
and received a lovely parting gift from the law
firm. Overall, it was an exciting and innovative
experience, and we look forward to seeing our
Redriff students pursuing careers in law in the
future.

‘ EXPERIENGES AND ENRICHMENT
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Thank you for visiting
Linklaters. We hope you
enjoyed the day!

Linklaters -

YEAR 6 SWIMMING SUCCESS! s.Fh?

Our VYear 6 pupils have thoroughly
enjoyed their swimming lessons this half
term at the brand-new Canada Water
Leisure Centre. They've made fantastic
progress in both skill and confidence in
the water — well done to all of them!

We're now looking forward to taking our
Year 4 children for their swimming
lessons next half term, starting on
Monday of Week 2. Remember to check
that swimming kits are ready to go —
goggles, towels and all!




4, CROSS COUNTRY

28 pupils from Years 4 to 6 represented Redriff
at the Cross Country event and they were
fantastic! We're thrilled to share that 12 of our
runners placed in the top 10 of their races,
including two pupils who finished 2nd in their
events.

Looking ahead, several of our Year 5 and 6
pupils have been selected to take part in the
London Youth Games for Cross Country next
half-term. We're incredibly proud of all our
athletes and look forward to supporting them
in the next stage of competition.

YEAR 5/6 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT @

This half-term, our Year 5 and 6 pupils took part in a local football tournament and what an
event it was! We entered three teams, each playing in separate groups. Team A topped their
group, while Teams B and C both secured strong 2nd place finishes.

Team A progressed into the semi-finals and after a fantastic performance, made it all the way
to the final which they won! Their success was built on great teamwork, determination and
brilliant support from the other Redriff teams.

We're incredibly proud of all the players who took part. A huge well done to everyone
involved!




JEANS FOR GENES DAY

We are proud to share that Redriff Primary School took part in Jeans for Genes Day, a national
fundraising campaign supporting Genetic Disorders UK. This important initiative raises
money to help children and families affected by genetic disorders.

Our students showed their support by wearing their favourite jeans and donating £1to the
cause. Thanks to the generosity of our school community, we were able to raise valuable
funds that will go toward grants for life-changing projects supporting children with genetic
conditions.

A big thank you to all the pupils, parents, and staff who contributed your support is making a
real difference!

A TASTE OF REDRIF%{:‘?

We were delighted to welcome families to our
recent "Come Dine with Me" event, where
parents and carers had the chance to sample
a delicious selection of the meals served daily
at Redriff Primary School.

Our incredibly skilled and dedicated chefs
truly shone, preparing a wide range of
nutritious and flavourful dishes that impressed
everyone in attendance. Their hard work and
passion for creating healthy, tasty meals were
clear in every bite.

The afternoon also provided a fantastic
opportunity for parents and carers to connect
with one another and celebrate the
importance of healthy eating within our
school community.

A heartfelt thank you to all who joined us and
helped make the event such a memorable
success!
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MONSTER BALL

Our primary school was buzzing with excitement at this year's Monsters' Ball! Children came
dressed in their most creative monster costumes and enjoyed a frightfully fun afternoon filled
with laughter and spooky surprises. From our delicious Monsters' Feast to smashing the
pinata, there was something for everyone. The face painting, Slime making and the arts and
crafts tables were a huge hit, with students creating creepy (and cute!) monster masterpieces
to take home. It was a fang-tastic event celebrating creativity, fun, and a little bit of Halloween
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LOOSE PARTS DAY
Redriff Primary School recently celebrated Loose Parts Day, a wonderful event where children

explored, created, and played using a wide range of open-ended materials. Instead of
traditional toys, pupils used all sorts of items — from sticks, stones, shells, and leaves to
cardboard boxes, fabric, rope, and planks of wood — proving that if it can be used and moved,
it's loose parts!

Throughout the day, the children let their imaginations run free. They built dens, invented
games, desighed creations from recycled materials, and worked together to bring their ideas
to life. The playground became a place of creativity, problem-solving, teamwork, and joyful
discovery — all led entirely by the children themselves.

Loose Parts encourage pupils to:
Think creatively and use their imaginations in new ways
“ Solve problems and explore how different materials can be combined
~ Be active and hands-on in their play
* Collaborate and communicate with their peers
& Take ownership of their play and learning

A huge thank you to all our families who kindly brought in loose parts for the event — your
contributions helped make the day a huge success. From buckets and boxes to buttons and
bricks, every item sparked curiosity and creativity.

Loose Parts Day reminded us all that with imagination, the simplest things can become the
start of something amazing!

The loose parts have now gone into our collection of play equipment for our children to enjoy
every day.

PARK RUN
Our Redriff community laced up their trainers and

joined together for a fantastic Park Run in Southwark
Park! Pupils and their families took part in the run to
raise money for our school, showing incredible energy,
teamwork and school spirit every step of the way.

It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces as
children and adults ran, jogged or walked the course, all
supporting a shared goal. The event not only helped
raise vital funds for Redriff but also celebrated fitness,
community, and determination.

A huge thank you to everyone who took part, donated,
and cheered from the sidelines — your support truly
made a difference. Together, we proved that when
Redriff runs, we run as one!



< HAPPY DIWALI FROM REDRIFF PRIMARY SCHOOL!

Wishing all who celebrate a joyful and peaceful
Diwali!

At Redriff, we celebrate the Festival of Lights as a
time to reflect on the power of kindness, hope,
and togetherness. May this Diwali bring light into
every home and happiness into every heart.

We send our warmest wishes to all our pupils,
families and staff marking this special occasion —
may your celebrations be filled with love, laughter,

and light.
Happy Diwali! &
From everyone at Redriff Primary School
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LEBRATING BLACK HISTORY NIGHT AT REDRIFF

On Thursday, Redriff came alive with colour, music, and celebration as our school community
gathered for Black History Night 2025. The evening was a wonderful showcase of talent,
creativity, and pride — a true reflection of the strength and unity within our school.

The event opened with a moving performance of Martin Luther King Jr.s “I| Have a Dream”,
reminding us of the power of hope and perseverance. From there, every child took to the
stage with confidence and enthusiasm, wowing the audience with songs, dances, and poetry
that celebrated Black history and culture. Our Year 6 dance group made their debut
performance, and together the whole school lifted their voices in “Blinded by Your Grace” by
Stormzy, joined by our brilliant Redriff Rockers a highlight of the night that filled the room
with harmony and pride.

Music from Benson’'s Band kept spirits high, while families and staff enjoyed delicious food
prepared by our school chefs and generous parents. Even though the wind and rain meant
we had to adjust our plans, the warmth and excitement of the evening never faded.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who performed, supported and volunteered - your hard
work made the night unforgettable. Events like these remind us what makes Redriff special: a
community that celebrates, uplifts, and stands together.

Well done, Redriff!
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Throughout this term, both staff and
children at Redriff have been actively
learning our selected signs of the week for
spring. Our primary emphasis has been on
utilising these signs to  effectively
communicate. We encourage our families
to join in by learning these signs and VI

incorporating them into your home |4 _;E* B &Qﬂ
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leaves Halloween B pumpkin

Halloween

leaves

happy holiday
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happy holiday
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YEAR 4 SWIMMING \/\

Year 4 will be starting swimming lessons at Canada Water Leisure Centre for 6 weeks after
in the Autumn Term 2, on the following dates:

Autumn 2 (6 weeks)
Monday 10" November 2025
Monday 17" November 2025
Monday 24" November 2025
Monday " December 2025
Monday 8" December 2025
Monday 15" December 2025

Please ensure your child comes to school with a swimmming bag packed with:
A towel

-Swimming costume/trunks
-Swimming hat

-Swimming goggles

‘A bag for wet things

SOUTHWARK AQUATICS SWIMMING CLUB (SASC)

Over the years, Redriff Primary School has produced some fantastic swimmers who have
gone on to join Southwark Aquatics Swimming Club (SASC) — and achieved amazing

success! Former Redriff pupils Boh and Yuliya both competed at County, Regional and even
National level events.

Now, with SASC based at the brand-new Canada Water Leisure Centre, the club is looking for
the next generation of talented swimmers to follow in their footsteps.

SASC is a small, friendly, and family-oriented competitive club that shares Redriff's values of
focus, determination, resilience, and discipline. If your child has reached at least Level 7 in
swimming lessons, this could be the perfect next step to develop their skills, make new
friends, and maybe even win a few medals along the way!

Even better — SASC is the most competitively priced swimming club in the area!
Find out more or request a trial:

@ www.southwarkaquatics.co.uk
“ info@southwarkaquatics.co.uk

@ Salter Road Rotherhithe London SE165LQ % 0207 237 4272



http://www.southwarkaquatics.co.uk/
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THE CHILDREN'’S PLAN: THE CHILDREN'’S
COMMISSIONER’S SCHOOL CENSUS

The Children's Commissioner’'s School Census outlines key findings and priorities for
improving children’s lives across education, health, and wellbeing. The latest report, The
Children’s Plan (September 2025), highlights what matters most for children and how
schools can help them thrive.

@ Read the full plan here: The Children’s Plan — September 2025

MONDAY

3RD NOVEMBER
2025

@ Salter Road Rotherhithe London SE165LQ ( E 0207 237 4272
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https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2025/09/cc-the-childrens-plan-the-childrens-commissioners-school-census.pdf

