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As we reach the end of a busy and joyful term, | would like to take this opportunity to
reflect on what has been a truly remarkable few months for our school community. This
term has been filled with celebration, community, and excellence, and | am immensely
proud of all that our children and staff have achieved together.

Across the school, pupils have demonstrated outstanding talent, enthusiasm and
resilience. From creative achievements in art, writing and performance, to sporting
successes and enrichment opportunities beyond the classroom, our children have
continued to shine. Events such as debates, educational visits, concerts and
performances have not only enriched learning but helped pupils grow in confidence,
curiosity and character. These experiences reflect our shared commitment to excellence
in all that we do.

This term has also been a powerful reminder of the strength of our community. We have
come together to mark important moments of reflection and kindness, to support
charitable causes, and to celebrate diversity, friendship and inclusion. Our festive events,
performances and celebrations have been a highlight, bringing warmth, joy and
togetherness to pupils, families and staff alike. Seeing our school filled with laughter,
creativity and shared pride is a true testament to the values we hold dear.

None of this would be possible without the ongoing support of our parents and carers.
Your involvement, encouragement and partnership play a vital role in our children’s
success, and we are deeply grateful for the time and care you give so generously.

As we look ahead to the new year, we do so with optimism and ambition. | hope the
holiday break offers you time to rest, celebrate and enjoy special moments together.
Thank you for being such an important part of our school community, and | wish you and
your families a very happy and peaceful festive season.

Warmest wishes, Mrs. James

www.redriff.co.uk @Redriff_Primary office@redriff.co.uk
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YEAR 4 & 5 POEMS

Year 4 attended a young poet workshop
this half term. The leading poets
supported us with understanding the
structure of a poem, and then we came
up with our own ideas and rhymes. It was
a fantastic opportunity for the children to
be creative and develop their writing
skills.

EXPERIENCES AND ENRICHMENT

I TRIED TO WRITE A POEM

| tried to write a poem,
But tripped upon a rat,
| fell into the river,
But forgot to bring the cat

| tried to write a poem,
But got stuck into a game,
| slipped upon a slipper,
Then got whacked by a cane

| tried to write a poem,

But fell asleep in class,

| went into the seaside,
But then | saw some glass

| tried to write a poem,
But then | saw a bill,
I had to pay it all,
And then | had a cup to fill

| tried to write a poem,
But my pencil slipped away,
| tried to get it back,
But fell into the bay

By Oscar — Greenland Class




YEAR 4 SAYERS CROFT

We had another successful year at Sayers Croft!
This year we celebrated a lot of bravery from so
many children. Showing resilience and stepping
out of their comfort zones. Teachers and adult
helpers were so proud to see such exciting
moments in activities such as rock climbing, high
ropes, and caving.

YEAR 1 THEATRE TRIP

Year 1 had a great time at The Albany Theatre
watching 'The Snow Queen-A Woodland
Adventure'. The children showed how
respectful and sensible they are when out in
public and enjoyed the show, participating in
all of the singing and dancing. Their teachers
were so proud of them and can't wait to take
them on their next trip in the new year!




BALLROOM DANCING
IN THE EARLY YEARS

The Early Years children were treated to a
truly wonderful and memorable experience
when one of our Reception children’s
grandparents, who are former ballroom
dancers, gave a beautiful dance
performance.

Dancing the festive tune of Jingle Bells, the
grandparents filled the room with joy and
excitement. The children joined in by singing
along and shaking their bells, creating a
magical and lively atmosphere.

Teachers and children alike became involved,
clapping, singing, and dancing together. It
was a lovely opportunity for the children to
experience music, movement, and
community spirit in a fun and engaging way.

A huge thank you to our special guests for
sharing their talent and bringing such
happiness to our Early Years setting. It was a
moment that will be remembered by
everyone who took part.

WOKSHOPS

Year 5 participated in an amazing Egyptian workshop led by Big
Foot Arts where we learned all about the Egyptian Gods,

Egyptian culture and even practice mummifying a body (our
teachers!). Adrian who ran the workshop was so much fun and we
had an opportunity to show our our historical knowledge and
drama skills.

Year 6 stepped back in time with an exciting Mexicolore
workshop! Through music, drama, artefacts, costumes and crafts,
pupils brought their learning about the Aztecs and Maya to life.
This fun, interactive session turned a term’s history study into a
memorable hands-on experience, capturing the sights, sounds
and stories of ancient Mexico.




EXPERIENCES AND ENRICHMENT

DEBATE MATE

At the start of the term, our Debate Mate programme launched with an exciting event that
brought together schools from across the area. We were incredibly proud when our very
own Martin took to the stage to debate in front of everyone on the thought-provoking
topic, “YouTube is a better teacher than going to school.” He spoke with confidence and
courage, representing our school brilliantly.

Since the launch, the children involved have been developing their debating skills through
the weekly Debate Mate club. It has been wonderful to see them being adventurous,

building confidence, and learning how to express and justify their ideas clearly. We are very
much looking forward to this work continuing next half term.

CITY SCHOOL CONCERT PARTNERSHIP

Our children recently attended the launch event for the City School Concert as part of one of
our partnership programmes. They approached the experience with great confidence and
showed aspiration in everything they did, making a positive impression on everyone there.

During the event, the children worked collaboratively with pupils from other schools to create
a brand-new song, which will be performed at the final concert. It was fantastic to see the
children from Redriff confidently sharing ideas for lyrics and tunes, bravely singing these in
front of the wider group. We are very much looking forward to the workshops taking place
next half term and to seeing this exciting project develop further.
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TALENT AND AGHIEVEMENT

THE R FACTOR SHINES FOR CHILDREN IN NEED!

Our school's R Factor was a spectacular success, raising over £400 for Children in Need!
From buzzing classroom auditions to thrilling semi-finals and an unforgettable final, every
performer shone. We were treated to an incredible variety of acts, including French horn,
singing, guitar, magic, piano, and even gymnastics. The judges were truly wowed by the
outstanding talent on display throughout the competition.

The votes were incredibly close, and the Redriff value of Individual was clearly evident in
every performance. The event wouldn't have been the same without our wonderful
audience, who threw themselves into the spirit of the show—cheering on the acts and even
playfully booing the judges!

After all the votes were counted, the results were announced:

oz
Ist Place - Sophia (Year 6)
2nd Place - Albie (Year 5) Tﬁi“ A D“:-'Fﬁgéncg

3rd Place - Kathryn (Year 4) and Habil (Year 4)

A huge well-done to them and to every child who took part in this fantastic event!
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TALENT AND ACHIEVEMENT

SPOTLIGHT ON TIMOTHEE - DRONE
PHOTOGRAPHER

We are proud to celebrate Timothée from Year
5, whose passion for drone photography has
taken his creativity to new heights—literally!
Using his drone, Timothée has captured
spectacular aerial photographs of London and
our very own Redriff School. His stunning
images showcase a unique perspective of the
places we know and love, and we are
incredibly impressed by his talent and
enthusiasm.

. : : P
Well done to Kamil who delivered an outstanding 5

performance at the Czerkawski Cup 2026 Ice hockey
qualifiers on 23 November. Playing for BKS Bydgoszcz,
Kamil helped his team finish second overall and qualify for
the national finals in March/April.

Kamil scored an impressive 11 goals and 1 assist, earning the l
Top Scorer award — an exceptional achievement made

even more remarkable as he was competing up an age
group. Congratulations, Kamil, on a fantastic
accomplishment!
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TALENT AND ACHIEVEMENT

A STAR ARTIST IN YEAR 2
A huge well done to Gaby (Year 2) for the incredible effort and enthusiasm she put into
creating our nativity poster at home. The finished piece is absolutely fantastic, and we are

so grateful for the time, creativity, and care she invested in it. Gaby is a truly talented young
artist and we are proud to share her wonderful work with our school community.
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SPORTS

REDRIFF SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS! @ 1 [ 2 E]

It has been an exciting term for Redriff sports! In Year 5/6 football, we entered three teams.
One team won the finals after a fantastic semi-final victory, while the other two teams also
performed brilliantly, finishing second in their pools.

At the LPESSN Cross Country event on 17th October, 27 pupils represented the school. We
finished 2nd overall, with Albie (Y4/5 boys — 2nd), Sonia (Y6 girls — 2nd), and Matei (Y6 boys —

3rd) earning individual medals.

In Indoor Athletics on 26th November, our team came 4th out of 10 schools, showing great
effort and teamwork.

Looking ahead, we're excited for the Mini London Marathon on Saturday 25th April 2026 —
Miss Durrant will share more details in the New Year.

Well done to all our pupils for their amazing sporting achievements!




COMMUNITY

REDRIFF REMEMBERS

Our whole school came together to mark Remembrance Day.
At 11:00, every class gathered in the playground for a two-
minute silence while the Last Post played. Later in the day, KS2
pupils held a special Remembrance assembly around the
poppy in our playground, led by children from Year 6. They
shared poems and thoughtful reflections, and representatives
from each class placed a poppy on our wreath.

All of our children showed great respect throughout.
Remembrance continues to be an important golden thread
that runs through our school values.

ODD SOCK DAY

At Redriff Primary, we joined thousands
of schools across the country in
celebrating Odd Sock Day to mark the
beginning of Anti-Bullying Week. Pupils
and staff proudly wore mismatched
socks to show that everyone is unique
and that our differences should be
celebrated.

The day helped spark important
conversations about kindness,
acceptance, and standing up for one §
another. By taking part, our school
community showed its commitment to
creating an environment where every
child feels wvalued, included, and
confident to be themselves.




COMMUNITY

FRIENDSHIP FRIDAY AT REDRIFF SCHOOL

At Redriff Primary, we celebrated Friendship
Friday as part of Anti-Bullying Week. The
/// day focused on promoting positive
l l [y / relationships, kindness, and empathy across
JP. A our school community. Pupils took part in
N \ / activities that encouraged friendship,
"—1 !k 7 inclusion, and supporting one another,
showing that small acts of kindness can

= X ” { . .

kﬂ l”\‘ N mgkea Ig|g dlfference. '

v Friendship Friday reminded us all of the
importance of standing together against

> bullying and celebrating the value of every
individual in our school.

REDRIFF SUPPORTS HURRICANE RELIEF & *

Our school community came together to host a cake sale to raise funds for those affected by
Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica. Thanks to the generosity of our pupils, staff, and families, we
were able to make a meaningful contribution to support those in need. Well done to everyone
involved for showing such kindness and community spirit!

X

PTA SUPPORTING FAMILIES

Friends of Redriff, our Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) generously donated food to
local families over the Christmas period. Their
kindness and support helped bring festive cheer B

to those in need and we are so grateful for their 5 N
ongoing commitment to our school community. g
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WORLD DIABETES DAY AT REDRIFF SCHOOL

To mark World Diabetes Day, our school community showed its support by wearing blue.
During a special assembly, Christina gave an engaging overview of what diabetes is and
highlighted well-known public figures who live with the condition.

A member of staff, James, and two students, Ali and Alice, who all live with Type 1 diabetes,
also shared their experiences. James spoke about being diagnosed at age 10 and reflected
on how this shaped his life as a child, as a teenager, and now as an adult. Ali and Alice
discussed common misconceptions about diabetes and offered practical ways people can
show understanding and support.

The assembly was both informative and inspiring, helping to deepen awareness and
empathy across the school community.
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WINTER WONDERFEST

Families stepped into the magic of the
season at Winter Wonderfest, a festive event
filled with Christmas cheer. &

They enjoyed a special visit from Santa,
made their own reindeer food for Christmas
Eve, and got creative crafting beautiful
Christmas decorations. Children wrote letters
to Santa and decorated delicious Christmas
biscuits to take home (if they weren't eaten
first!). Families warmed up with hot
chocolate topped with marshmallows and
enjoyed crostinis especially made by our
chef, all while a festive brass band filled the
air with seasonal music. With hands-on
activities, delicious treats, and joyful
entertainment, Winter Wonderfest brought
families together to celebrate the spirit of
the season. M@/

CAROLS AT CANADA WATER

Redriff Rockers have had a fantastic term
with a number of events. It started with the
celebrations at Black History Night, followed
by Carolling at Canada Water Station, in
which they raised over £700 for the school!
They have worked diligently to learn the
songs and sing their hearts out. They also
went to support our community at Surrey
Docks Farm at their Christmas Fair. It is
wonderful to see around 40 children every
week at the club and we cannot wait for
more singing in January!



KEY STAGE 1 NATIVITY

Years 1 and 2 staged a phenomenal nativity this year. The Year 2 children took to the stage to
play shepherds, soldiers, angels and innkeepers in the production of 'the Magical Christmas
Jigsaw' which tells the story of the birth of Jesus Christ. They were supported by wonderful
singing and signing from the Year 1s. The teams would like to say a huge thank you to the
staff and parents who supported this event and made it so memorable.




RECEPTION WINTER SHOW REDRIFF PANTO

Thank you to all the families who joined
us for our annual winter show. We were
so impressed with the children's singing
and dancing, alongside their retelling of
The Christmas Story.

Our children enjoyed an end of term festive
panto brought to them by members of staff
and Bobby - a member of our alumni.

It was a very entertaining end to our festive
events.

NURSERY STAY AND PLAY

It was such a joy to see so many families join us in Nursery for the Winter Stay and Play. The
children love having the opportunity to share their learning at nursery with their families,

and lots of you were so keen to get involved with the different activities alongside your
children.




CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY

This year's Redriff Christmas Lunch brought the whole school together for a wonderful
celebration of the festive season. The hall was full of smiles as pupils arrived in their
colourful Christmas jumpers, ready to enjoy a special lunch with their friends. Laughter,
chatter, and festive tunes created a cheerful and welcoming atmosphere throughout the
day.

We would like to say a huge thank you to our dedicated catering team for all their effort in
preparing and serving such an enjoyable meal. Their hard work helped make the day a real
highlight of the term and a lovely way for our school community to celebrate together.

CAROL CONCERT

Our KS2 children treated families and staff to a truly magical Carol Concert. The evening
included beautiful readings, joyful songs and a special candle-lighting moment, where the
children shared their Christmas wishes. We were also delighted by the violin performances
of Silent Night and Jingle Bells, which added a calm and festive atmosphere to the
celebration.

The Redriff Rockers gave a wonderful performmance of Mary Had a Baby, and a particularly
moving moment came when Father Doyle led a blessing, with the church lit only by the
gentle glow of candlelight. The concert ended on a high note, with all KS2 children
enthusiastically singing The Twelve Days of Christmas, complete with actions that brought
smiles all around.

Thank you to everyone who contributed so generously to the collection for our chosen
charity, UNICEF. It was a memorable celebration of the Christmas story, the talents of our
pupils and the spirit of giving at this special time of year.




SOUTHWARK STANDS TOGETHER

Our KS2 children were proud to take part in
Southwark Stands Together, a festive
community event hosted by MP Neil Coyle.
The evening celebrated the strength and
spirit of our local community, and our pupils
played a special role in making it a joyful
occasion. They performed Donkey Riding,
one of our much-loved Docklands songs,
which was warmly received by those in
attendance.

The children truly shone throughout the
event, representing our school community
with confidence  and pride.  Their
performance clearly reflected our school
value of aspiration, as they rose to the
occasion and embraced the opportunity to
contribute to a wider community
celebration.




DOCK HUB EVENT

We would like to thank all families who attended our first Family Dock Hub event. We
welcomed over 150 families on Saturday 6th December. The event had a winter
wonderland theme, which saw families enjoy a winter trail, with a small treat for
completing and Santa letter writing.

Families explored a free marketplace with clothing, shoes, toys, and books, and enjoyed a
hot meal, along with refreshments and toast to start the day.

In our playground we had a board game area and also a tennis available to play. It was so
lovely to see the community enjoying the space.

Thank you to all those who have already provided feedback. The survey is still open, and
we really do value all responses. We will also be hosting more Family Dock Hub events so
please keep a look out for those dates!
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MAKATON

Everyone at Redriff has been busy learning this term’s Signs of the Week! We're using them
more and more to help us communicate and connect with each other. Why not have a go
at home? Learning the signs together is a great way to keep practising and make
communication fun for the whole family.
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winter / cold hot drink
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winter / cold

Asf
smoothing
glove over
fingers
Repeat
both sides
for plural

No official
Makaton sign,
mime putting on a
scarf!
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celebrations Merry Christmas
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celebrations

celebrations
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Merry Christmas

Merry Christrmas

Makaton




PARENTS

THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING PARENTS AND
CARERS!

As 2025 draws to a close, we'd like to share our heartfelt thanks with all the wonderful parents
and carers who have given their time and support throughout the year. Whether you've
joined us on trips, helped out at events, or offered a helping hand behind the scenes, your
contribution has made a real difference to our school community.

Wishing you a restful break and a very happy New Year. We can't wait to see what 2026
brings!
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