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This term has been jam packed and there has been much to celebrate! Thank you to you,
our community, who continue to provide us support across the many community events.
It was lovely to see so many of you during our winterfest of festive events over the last
few weeks. Our Redriff children always make us and themselves so proud across sporting
events and competitions, debates across London, featuring in local area films, standing
up and performing to large audiences, playing instruments..the list can go on. The
sounds of the children singing over the Christmas period, the reindeer arriving, the
Christmas lights, our beautifully decorated tree, a visit from Santa, Christmas lunch all
make Redriff the best place to be over the festive period. Thank you to all of you that have
donated for the children’s chosen charity, UNICEF.

| wish you and your families, on behalf of all of the staff at Redriff, a very merry Christmas
and a happy new year. | look forward to seeing you all on the 6th January,

Mrs. James
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EXPERIENCES AND ENRICHMENT

DEBATE MATE

Our Redriff debaters visited the Emmanuel Centre on Wednesday 6th November to take
part in the Debate Mate Launch Event! It was energetic and exciting as they watched the
show debate: this house would let students vote for their own head teacher. As Debate
Mate veterans, Hugo B and Miss Pursani took part on stage, going head to head in
opposing teams. In an audience of hundreds of children from across London, our debaters
watched and learned in preparation for their own contributions in our debating club.
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Linked to their Geography unit of work, Year 6 participated in a workshop called Mexicolore,
where they explored the history and culture of Mexico. The children learnt using authentic
Mexican costumes, decorations and props. They enjoyed stepping into the shoes of the
ancient people, chorally chanting and role playing ancient traditions, games and
ceremonies. Thank you lan and Johanna for returning to Redriff over 20 times with your
workshop to share your wealth of knowledge!




Y1 CINEMA TRIP

Year 1 had a brilliant time going to see
Arthur Christmas at the cinema. Their
teachers were so impressed that the
children demonstrated our school
values and followed our school rules of
being 'Ready, Respectful and Safe'. We
even had several members of the
public commenting on how well
behaved and kind the children were.
We can't wait for our next trip to the
Young V&A in the spring term!

Y3 HORNIMAN MUSEUM

This term, Year Three went on a trip to the Horniman Museum to support our learning for
our topic of Africa Alive. We explored replicas of the Benin Bronzes in a workshop as the
originals had been given back to Benin City in 2022. In this exciting workshop, our pupils
learned about the Kingdom of Benin, both in the past and today. They discovered where
Benin City is on the map of Nigeria and explored the fascinating lost wax process, and the
significance of this amazing technology. We also learned how European countries once took
control of parts of Africa and how this changed the map we see today. Finally, we started
thinking about whether objects from the colonial era that are kept in museums should stay
there, which helped us debate this in our History lesson. It was a fun and thoughtful journey
into history!




Y4 SAYERS CROFT TRIP

Teachers were beyond proud of year 4 at Sayers Croft this year. Students showed
compassion and kindness to each other when feeling homesick as well as resilience
when tackling Pitch Hill on our 5 hour hike day. Highlights included caving as well as the
high ropes with the popular flying fox at the end. We are confident that we have set
ourselves up for the step ahead to PGL next year - We can't wait!




Y4 SHACKLETON'S SHIP

Year 4 went to see Shackleton's ship the James Caird at Dulwich College which links to
our explorers topic. This helped to inspire our diary writing entry written as Shackleton

and how he may have felt during his time traveling on the small boat after being
stranded.




EXPERIENCES AND ENRICHMENT

| CAN CREATE A MODEL

Year 6 embarked on an exciting journey to understand the human heart in depth. They
began by examining the heart's structure, identifying key components such as the atria,
ventricles, valves, and major blood vessels like the aorta and pulmonary arteries. Through
engaging discussions and visual aids, they explored how these parts work together to
pump oxygenated and deoxygenated blood throughout the body. They also highlighted
the importance of maintaining a healthy heart, discussing how regular exercise, a
balanced diet, and avoiding harmful habits contribute to cardiovascular health.

With this foundational knowledge, students transitioned to a hands-on activity, using clay
to sculpt anatomically accurate heart models. They paid close attention to detail, ensuring
each chamber and vessel was represented correctly, from the left and right atria to the
intricate network of arteries. The process not only reinforced their understanding of the
heart's function but also encouraged creativity and precision. The final models were both
educational and visually impressive, showcasing the students’ dedication to mastering
this vital organ's complexity.




Y5 TRIP - GUYS AND DOLLS

Year 5 had a fantastic time watching the City of London School's production of Guys and
Dolls. The lively performance, full of catchy tunes and impressive acting, captivated
everyone. Our students thoroughly enjoyed the show, appreciating the hard work and
talent that went into creating such an entertaining experience. It was a wonderful
opportunity to support the performing arts and be inspired by the creativity of the older
students!
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AN TALENT AND ACHIEVEMENT

What an incredible day! Thanks to your incredible support, we've raised £510 for Children in
Need, a massive thank you for your generosity.

This year's R Factor was a true celebration of diverse talent, leaving everyone in awe. A huge
congratulations to Theo, our deserving winner of R Factor 2024 and well-earned praise for
Forever Swifties and Black Pink, whose performances as runners-up were nothing short of
spectacular.

We're incredibly proud of every performer who took the stage, sharing their unique gifts
with us. A special thank you to our students for their unwavering enthusiasm and for helping
make this event such a success.




TALENT AND ACHIEVEMENT /) (\

CONGRATULATIONS ALEXANDER

We are excited to share that Alexander
has earned a silver medal in the 2024
Southern Region Championships of
British Wrestling! This is an incredible
achievement, especially given the short
amount of time Alexander has been
involved in the sport. His dedication, skill,
and hard work have truly paid off and we
can't wait to see where his wrestling
journey takes him next.

Well done, Alexander!




REINDEERS

Excitement filled the air at Redriff as two
special reindeers made a festive visit to
delight our students. The joy and
excitement they brought sparked smiles
and created wonderful memories for
our school community. It was a truly
magical experience for everyone
involved!

KS1 NATIVITY

Key Stage One truly dazzled with their
incredible Nativity performance! Year 2
were brilliant actors, storytellers, singers,
and dancers—telling the story of the first
Christmas like never before. Meanwhile,
Year 1 wowed the audience as a beautiful
choir, singing with such grace and
harmony throughout all the performances.
The entire Key Stage One team is bursting
with pride for how confidently the children
performed and for the immense hard work
they put into creating such a spectacular
and memorable show. What a fantastic
achievement for all involved!




CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Redriff's Christmas Lunch was a truly special event, filled with holiday cheer and
excitement. Students embraced the festive spirit, wearing their Christmas jumpers with
pride, while enjoying a delicious meal. The atmosphere was lively, with festive music
adding to the joy of the occasion.

A huge thank you to our amazing catering team for their hard work and dedication in
preparing such a fantastic lunch, making this celebration even more memorable for all.
It was a wonderful day of great food, music, and community spirit!




KS2 CAROL CONCERT

The holiday season was truly celebrated at Holy Trinity Church with a wonderful Key
Stage Two carol concert. Our talented students took to the stage to share their
musical talents, spreading festive cheer through a variety of beautiful carols. The

evening was filled with warmth, joy, and the true spirit of Christmas, creating a
memorable experience for all who joined us.

CHRISTMAS PANTO
The Christmas panto at Redriff was an energetic and festive celebration as our teachers

took to the stage to perform Frozen for the students. The hall was alive with laughter
and excitement, as our educators showcased their impressive theatrical talents. The
school buzzed with energy, and the enthusiasm from the audience made the
performance even more magical. It was a heartwarming, fun-filled experience that
brought the festive spirit to life for everyone involved!
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GB ATHLETE CHAD MILLER

We were excited to welcome Chad Miller, the

talented GB athlete who specializes in the

100m and 200m to Redriff Primary School! :
Throughout the day, Chad led inspiring P.E. M| 'f'-!mIl!:i-‘é"‘i‘f‘.ﬁ'|'|n-:?'
sessions, sharing his expertise and passion for

athletics.

In addition to the hands-on sessions, Chad

gave an engaging assembly, sharing his

journey and accomplishments in the world of

professional athletics. His visit left students

feeling motivated and excited about the

possibilities in sport. A huge thank you to Chad

for taking the time to inspire the next

generation of athletes!
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Y5/Y6 FOOTBALL

A huge congratulations to our two football teams who took
part in the Menivity Year 5/6 Football Tournament! Both
teams played exceptionally well, showing incredible skKill
and determination throughout the competition.

Special recognition goes to Team A, who secured 2nd place
a remarkable achievement! We are incredibly proud of all
the players for their dedication, teamwork, and fantastic

sportsmanship.
Well done, Redriff! You've shown what it means to compete
with heart and represent our school with pride!

LONDON YOUTH GAMES X COUNTRY

A huge congratulations to the 8 talented
pupils who proudly represented
Southwark and the City of London at the
London Youth Games Cross-Country
event—our first time attending this
prestigious competition!

Each of you did an incredible job, showing
outstanding dedication and teamwork
throughout the event. You made us all
proud with your commitment and

sportsmanship.

A big thank you to all the students for
their hard work and perseverance. Well
done for making such a strong debut at
the London Youth Games, and for
representing your borough with pride!
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PE QUALITY MARK DECISION

What a way to end the year, a huge huge well done to Miss Durrant for her vision and
drive - we have been awarded distinction quality mark.

The assessment panel has considered your application, together with the feedback from
the validation, and afPE is delighted to award your school the Quality Mark with
Distinction for ‘demonstrating outstanding commitment to improvement in Physical
Education, School Sport and Physical Activity'.

Your award is valid for three years, commencing December 2024.
The validator has highlighted the following reasons for the award:

» High level of commitment from SLT to PE curriculum offer (breadth and balance)
and high quality teaching and learning for all pupils

- Highly effective planning and delivery of PE including adapted PE learning
activities as appropriate with teacher friendly resources

- Child centred approach to learning with high level of independence and
responsibility for learning shown by the pupils - attitudes to learning are exemplary
led by an outstanding PESL / Specialist PE teacher

» Opportunities for all pupils through curriculum, physical activity and school sport
are wide and varied

» Regular feedback is gathered and acted upon through parent, staff and pupil voice
to enhance provision
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This is to certify that:
Redriff Primary School

has demonstrated outstanding commitment to improvemant
in Physical Education, School Sport and Physical Activity
for tha Quality Mark Award with Distinction

Valid Untik 31st December 2027

Kate Thomnten-Bousfield
QiPE Chief Executive Officer
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REMEMBRANCE DAY

Our Year 6 team lead a thoughtful
ceremony for all of Key Stage Two
reflecting on the importance of us
acknowledging and reflecting on those
who have sacrificed so much. The students
were very considerate as they listened to
guotes and poems; with a special group
reading of Flanders Fields. We finished our
ceremony with a minute silence and
listening to “the Last Post”. Students also
shared their reflections on how the
military have demonstrated self sacrifice in
the pursuit for peace.
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REDRIFF JOINS BRITISH LAND IN LAUNCHING NEW PLACE NAMES FOR
CANADA WATER

We are incredibly proud to announce that Redriff has partnered with British Land in the
launch of the first new place names for Canada Water! After participating in the Naming
What's New project, our Headsof school and junior researchers had the exciting opportunity
to spend an afternoon at Canada Dock, filming a promotional video that highlights the
historical significance of the newly chosen names.

A big well done to all the children involved in this incredible project! Your hard work and
enthusiasm have helped bring history to life and contribute to the future of Canada Water.

Promotional video
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https://bl-web-assets.britishland.com/live/canadawater/s3fs-public/downloads/261120204_canada_water_naming_film_1920x1080_eng_with_subtitles_v2_720p.mp4?8LcZXGSElcdbiliOKhLN1XWwqfTE7ea1

PAPER GARDEN

This term, students from Key Stage 1 and 2 had the opportunity to participate in exciting
workshops at the Paper Garden, where they explored the invisible life that supports all
plants, humans, and animals on Earth. They also learned how to harvest, prepare, and cook
freshly grown produce, gaining hands-on experience in sustainable gardening and food
preparation.

The workshops culminated in a wonderful celebration on Friday 13th December, where
students, along with their families and friends, gathered at the Paper Garden to showcase

their work and enjoy the fruits of their labour. What a fantastic way to end an enriching and
educational experience!
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TEA & TALK ¥

Tea & Talk Monday 13th January at 2pm - Parent suppbrt group for children with
Autism

On Monday 13th January, we will have our next 'Tea & Talk' of the year - our informal parent
group for parents of children with Autism.

As always, this will be an opportunity to catch up with other parents, share your ideas and
experiences, and enjoy a cup of tea and a biscuit.

It is also our opportunity to meet our new parents as part of our growing community!

Tea & Talk is open to all parents and carers of children with Autism in both the Resource
Base and the Mainstream school.

Our future sessions are in the diary for:
Tuesday 4th March at 2pm

Monday 12th May at 2pm

Tuesday 17th June at 2pm

We look forward to seeing you there,
The Inclusion Team

SOUTHWARKS SEN HALF TERM FUN AND FOOD SESSIONS
We're excited to share information about Southwark's SEN Half Termm Fun and Food sessions!
These sessions are designed for children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and offer a
fun and engaging experience during the half-term break.
e Free for children on Free School Meals (FSM)
o £15 per day for children not on FSM

You can find more details and register your child for these sessions using the link below:

https://eequ.org/experience/4096

This is not a Redriff event. It is the responsibility of the parent/career to make sure the activity is appropriate
for their child. We have not quality assured or checked safeguarding policies- please request this and ensure
coaches are DBS checked.

@ Salter Road Rotherhithe London SE165LQ % 0207 237 4272
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THANK YOU TO OUR
PARENT/CARER VOLUNTEERS!

A big thank you to the wonderful parent
and carer volunteers who came into
school on Friday 22nd November to help
Seth clear the pond area. Your time and-\ /“
effort are greatly appreciated and the \\||l/ €&
pond area looks fantastic thanks to your

hard work. We are grateful for your
continued support and involvement in

making our school community even
stronger!
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UPDATE FROM MRS. JAMES

In January | will be taking on an additional role of Director of Primary Standards for the City of
London Academies Trust where | will be working across the two other primaries in our trust,
Galleywall Primary School in Bermondsey, and City of London Primary Islington, leading on
embedding outstanding practices. This will take me out of Redriff for one day a week. In my
absence | am delighted to share that Ms. Sharp, our Deputy Head for Teaching & Learning will
be stepping up into Associate Headteacher when | am engaged in trust work. | am excited to
be sharing best practice across the trust, with the expertise we have, and promoting the work
of Redriff.

@ Salter Road Rotherhithe London SE165LQ % 0207 237 4272




