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As we reach the end of another busy and successful term, I am delighted to share this
newsletter with you, which captures so many of the wonderful experiences, achievements
and opportunities that our children have enjoyed. From exciting curriculum projects and
enriching trips, to sporting successes and creative performances, this term has truly
reflected the breadth of our offer and our commitment to providing every child with a rich,
engaging education. What stands out most is the enthusiasm, resilience and pride our
children show in all they do.

Our school community continues to go from strength to strength. The sense of
togetherness between children, staff and families is something we value deeply, and it is
this shared commitment that enables our children to thrive. We are incredibly proud of the
way our children support one another, demonstrate kindness and aspire to achieve their
very best. These values underpin everything we do and help to create a positive and
inclusive environment where every child feels they belong.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It makes a real difference to the life of the
school and to the success of our children. As we look ahead, we remain ambitious for every
child, ensuring they are well-prepared for the next stage of their learning journey.
I would like to wish all of our families a restful and enjoyable Easter break. We look forward
to welcoming everyone back for another exciting term. 

Mrs. James
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Our After School Debating Team took part in Round 2 of the UDL Debating League,
determined to claw back valuable points and improve their position on the leadership
board. The team approached the competition with enthusiasm and focus, demonstrating
impressive teamwork throughout the evening.

The first motion debated was: “Sam has just started Year 7 and wants to be a successful
YouTuber. This House Believes That Sam should try to become a successful YouTuber.” The
team carefully explored both the opportunities and challenges of pursuing such a career,
presenting thoughtful arguments about ambition, education and long-term security.

The second motion was: “This House would let students vote on what they learn in school.”
This lively debate allowed our students to showcase their developing skills in constructing
persuasive arguments while responding quickly and effectively to opposing points.
Throughout the event, our debaters showed great teamwork, flair, courage and resilience.   
It was fantastic to see how much progress they have made in building strong arguments
and delivering quick rebuttals, particularly under the pressure of a competitive debate
environment.

We are incredibly proud of their effort, commitment and growing confidence, and we look
forward to seeing how they get on! 

Experiences and enrichment

AFTER SCHOOL DEBATING TEAM



Experiences and enrichment
ACCELERATE DEBATE MATE CLUB

The Debate Mate Club recently presented their ideas to Mrs Watchorn, confidently
introducing their speakers and showcasing the skills they have developed through the club.
Pupils demonstrated strong teamwork and were able to persuasively present their
arguments.

They shared suggestions on increasing school trips, highlighting how experiences such as
museum visits help them better understand topics and enjoy learning more. They also
discussed improving play equipment, suggesting fundraising ideas like cake sales to replace
damaged or lost items and make playtimes more engaging.

In addition, pupils promoted the value of interactive learning, explaining that active
experiences help them remember more. They proposed creative fundraising ideas,
including bake sales and toy donations, to support these opportunities.
Overall, the pupils delivered a thoughtful and persuasive presentation, showing confidence,
collaboration, and a clear passion for improving their school experience.

MUSEUM OF LONDON DOCKLANDS

Reception stepped back in time on an exciting
trip to the London Docklands, travelling by boat
before enjoying a walk to the museum. The
children explored the Mudlarks gallery, an
interactive, sensory play space where they
discovered London’s docklands through hands-
on activities, from water play to role play,
learning how cargo was handled and what life
was like in the past. After a busy day of
exploring, playing and lunching together, we
headed back to school by boat, full of stories
from a fantastic adventure.



Experiences and enrichment
LION KING PERFORMANCE 

This half term, our Year 3 and 4 pupils had a roaringly good time bringing The Lion King to
life! Through their art, music, and dance lessons, they showed fantastic enthusiasm,
creativity, and teamwork as they worked together to create something truly special.
From bright and colourful artwork to confident singing and energetic dance routines, every
child played their part in making the production a success. Their hard work came together
beautifully in two wonderful performances that had the audience smiling from start to
finish.
A huge congratulations to everyone involved for their dedication, positivity, and effort—you
really helped the Pride Lands come alive! You should all be very proud of what you have
achieved.



Experiences and enrichment
YEAR 2 TRIP TO LONDON ZOO

Year 2 loved our visit to London Zoo
this term! We got to see incredible
exotic animals that normally live in the
rainforests which we have been
learning about. We also found time to
visit the lions, giraffes and penguins. It
was a long journey there, but the
children were amazing and of course a
huge thank you to all the adults who
supported us on the day and those
who volunteered to do so. We couldn't
do trips like this without our wonderful
community. 

YEAR 5 & 6 CLIMATE EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
This term, Years 5 and 6 have welcomed volunteers from Climate Ed, a charity dedicated to
teaching children across the country about the causes and effects of climate change.
Through these sessions, we have explored topics such as climate change, greenhouse gases,
and how the choices we make can have an impact on the environment. We have also
considered practical and achievable changes we can make to our own lifestyles, including
the food we eat, to help reduce our impact on the planet.



Experiences and enrichment

YEAR 5 PGL MARCHANTS HILL 

Year 5 swapped the classroom for adventure earlier
this month with their trip to PGL Marchants Hill
and what a trip it was!

From conquering their fears on the abseiling wall
to zooming along the zip wire (with plenty of
cheers along the way!) and diving into the
excitement of laser tag, the children embraced
every moment with energy and big smiles.

But the real highlight? The fantastic team spirit on
display. There were high-fives, words of
encouragement, and lots of “you can do it!”
moments, showing just how supportive and
resilient this group is.

We are so proud of how they looked out for one
another and made the trip such a fun, laughter-
filled experience. Well done Year 5, what an
adventure!



Experiences and enrichment
YEAR 1 FOREST SCHOOL

Year One have been making the most of their time at
Forest School this term, enjoying a wide range of
exciting outdoor activities. The children have taken
part in minibeast hunts, learning about different
habitats and the creatures that live in them. They
have also explored their creativity using clay and
loved getting messy in the muddy kitchen!

The sessions have included games, tree climbing,
and even whittling, helping the children to build
confidence and develop new skills. They have
enjoyed exploring the natural environment, using
the swing, and working together through team
challenges that encourage problem solving and
cooperation.

A particular highlight was our Teddy Bears’ Picnic,
where the children brought along their favourite
teddies to share a special outdoor snack together.



Experiences and enrichment
CHESS TOURNAMENT 

We are very proud of the children who
represented our school at the City Schools
Chess Tournament at the Guildhall.

They competed against children of all ages,
including secondary school pupils, and some
even achieved impressive wins against older
opponents. Throughout the day, they learned
how to take part in a competition, developed
new chess strategies, and built confidence
and resilience.

A special well done to those who earned
medals for achieving the highest scores in our
school. Bronze, silver and gold medals were
also awarded to the top scorers across all
primary schools.

Well done to all of our chess tournament
children,you represented the school brilliantly!



Experiences and enrichment
MUSICAL MAYHEM

Children in Years 2–5 recently enjoyed a fantastic Musical Mayhem enrichment session. They
learned a lively dance, sang together, and developed their acting skills, showing great
enthusiasm and creativity throughout.

We are excited to share that Musical Mayhem will be running as an after-school club next
term for pupils in Years 2–6.

We look forward to seeing even more of our young performers get involved! They will also
be returning towards the end of the year to do more enrichment sessions with EYFS, Year 1
and Year 6!



 

It has been an exciting time for our Redriff gymnasts! A huge congratulations to our Year 5
and 6 pupils, who have shown fantastic commitment and focus over the past few months
while preparing for their gymnastics competition. After learning and perfecting two
challenging routines by heart, they performed brilliantly on the day and achieved an
impressive 2nd and 3rd place out of 8 teams — a fantastic accomplishment that reflects all
their hard work and teamwork.

The success continued on Monday 9th March, when our talented Year 3 and 4 gymnastics
team took part in the LPESSN Gymnastics Competition. After a month of dedicated practice
learning their two routines, they delivered a confident and energetic performance, proudly
securing 1st place. We are incredibly proud of all of our gymnasts for representing Redriff
with such enthusiasm and team spirit. Well done everyone!

GYMNASTICS AT REDRIFF



 

 

talent & achievement 
OLIVIA SWIMS TO SUCCESS! 🌊

A huge splash of congratulations to Olivia, who
made waves at her recent swimming gala!
Competing in the 10-year-old category, Olivia
swam brilliantly to win three medals: gold in the
200m breaststroke, plus bronze in both the
200m individual medley and 50m breaststroke.
What an amazing achievement—we’re so proud
of you, Olivia! 🏊‍♀️

WOVEN WONDERS 🌈

A huge well done to Allegra for her beautiful
woven creation! With a wonderful eye for
colour and careful attention to detail, she has
skilfully brought her design to life, thread by
thread. The finished piece is vibrant,
thoughtful, and a fantastic reflection of her
creativity what a brilliant achievement!



Community

WORLD BOOK DAY 2026

On Thursday 5th March, Redriff was buzzing with
excitement as we celebrated World Book Day! The school
was filled with a wonderful mix of storybook characters as
children arrived dressed as their favourite heroes, villains
and magical figures from their favourite books. It was
fantastic to see so many creative and imaginative costumes
on display.

We also held a special assembly to celebrate the joy of
reading and shared our love of books together. Each child
received their World Book Day voucher to choose a new
book to enjoy. Happy reading Redriff!



Community

HOLI CELEBRATIONS AT REDRIFF! 
We had a wonderfully colourful time celebrating
Holi at school! Parent volunteers kindly helped
create beautiful chalk rangoli paint designs across
the playground, and during playtime the children
eagerly joined in, adding their own creative
patterns and splashes of colour. As you can
imagine, things got a little messy—but that was all
part of the fun and spirit of the festival!

The celebrations continued in the lunch hall where
our talented chefs prepared a delicious Holi-
inspired menu. The children enjoyed a vibrant meal
including Chicken Chaat Curry, Paneer Curry,
Turmeric Basmati Rice, Mini Vegetable Samosas,
Mini Poppadoms and Mango Chutney, all followed
by a tasty Cardamom & Sweet Potato Cake for
dessert. It was a fantastic way to bring the flavours
and traditions of Holi into our school community.
A big thank you to our parent volunteers and
kitchen team for helping make the day so special
for the children.



Community

MADGE STAY AND PLAY 

Our recent MADGE Stay and Play session was a lovely opportunity for families to slow down
and enjoy time together. Year 1 and Year 2 children welcomed their special guests for an
afternoon full of laughter, creativity, and shared experiences.

MADGE – Mothers, Aunties, Daughters, Grandmas and Everyone, brought members of our
community together in a warm and inclusive setting. Taking place outside the Year 1 and Year
2 classrooms, the space was filled with a variety of activities that encouraged both play and
connection.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped create such a positive atmosphere. It was
fantastic to see so many families spending meaningful time together and building stronger
links within our Redriff community.



Redriff Primary School marked St. Patrick’s Day
with a simple but joyful celebration. Pupils and staff
embraced the occasion by coming to school
dressed in green, filling the building with a bright
and festive atmosphere.

A special Irish-themed lunch was the highlight of
the day, with children enjoying a range of
traditional dishes, including a hearty Irish stew and
braised cabbage with crispy onions. Thank you to
our wonderful catering team for preparing such a
memorable meal.

It was a lovely opportunity for the school
community to come together and enjoy the spirit
of St. Patrick’s Day.

Community
ST PARICKS DAY 

BOOK FAIR
We were delighted to host our recent
Book Fair at Redriff Primary School,
which was a fantastic success. It was
wonderful to see so many students
excited about reading and choosing new
books to enjoy at home.

Every purchase made at the Book Fair
helps to support our school, as the funds
raised go directly towards purchasing
new reading books for our classrooms
and library. This means even more high-
quality texts for our children to explore
and enjoy.

Thank you to all our families for your
support in helping us continue to foster a
love of reading across the school!



Community

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY

EID MUBARAK

Wishing a joyful and peaceful Eid to all of
our families celebrating!

May this special time bring happiness,
togetherness, and moments to cherish
with loved ones. We hope your day is

filled with laughter, delicious food, and
meaningful celebrations.

Eid Mubarak from everyone at Redriff
Primary School 🌙✨

Redriff Primary School proudly supported World
Down Syndrome Day by raising funds and
awareness through a fun and meaningful
initiative. Pupils and staff came to school wearing
odd socks, celebrating individuality and
embracing the message that everyone is unique.

The day was filled with colour, conversation, and a
strong sense of community spirit, as everyone
came together to support an important cause.
Thank you to all who took part and contributed to
making a difference!



Our Easter Eggstravaganza was celebrated over the course of a fun-filled week, packed
with festive activities for everyone to enjoy. Pupils got creative with badge making, Easter
crafts, and biscuit decorating, while the Easter egg hunt and Easter trail added plenty of

excitement and adventure for all ages. With colourful face painting to finish, it was a
fantastic celebration full of laughter, creativity, and Easter fun.

One of the highlights of the week was our Easter Bonnet Parade, where children from
Crèche, Nursery, and Years 1 and 2 proudly showcased their wonderful creations. It was a joy
to see so many imaginative and colourful bonnets on display. Thank you to our families and

our KS2 children for cheering them along.

Redriff also took part in an exciting egg rolling competition, with students from every year
group joining in. The playground was full of laughter as wooden eggs rolled, spun, and

sometimes veered off course on their way to the finish line. It was a brilliant mix of friendly
competition, creativity, and Easter cheer—well done to everyone who took part!



 

Makaton

Sign language 

Our Redriff children and staff have
been having a blast learning this
term’s Signs of the Week! You’ll see
them fluttering and popping up
around school like a 🦋  Butterfly, a
cheerful 🐥  Chick, a bright 🌂
Umbrella, a colourful 🌈  Rainbow, a
fun 🏞️  Park, and even a festive 🐰
Happy Easter!

Using signs alongside spoken
language makes communication
fun, inclusive, and easy for
everyone. The children are loving
showing off their new skills, signing
confidently in classrooms and all
around school. 🎉

Why not join in at home? Practising
these signs together is a great way
to boost confidence, share laughs,
and make learning a family
adventure. Even just a few signs
each week can create a Rainbow of
communication 🌈  — and who
doesn’t love a bit of fun while
learning something new?



We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued
support this term. Your generosity and involvement have made a real difference to our school
community.

Thanks to your support, we raised an incredible £1,843.50 at our Easter Eggstravaganza,
£135.00 from the Easter cake sale and £730.00 from our cinema night. These events not only
brought our community together but also helped raise valuable funds that will benefit our
pupils.

We are truly grateful for your ongoing support and enthusiasm—thank you for helping make
these events such a success!

parents

FAMILY SUPPORT: AUTISM CENTRAL

A HUGE THANK YOU FROM REDRIFF
PRIMARY SCHOOL

We would like to share a helpful resource for
families supporting children with autism and
co-occurring diagnoses. Autism Central offers a
range of webinars, short courses, and practical
resources designed to provide guidance,
support, and reassurance.

You can explore what’s on offer here:
 https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/events
We hope you find these resources useful.

https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/events


0207 237 4272

parents

Salter Road    Rotherhithe    London   SE16 5LQ

MONDAY
13TH APRIL 

2026

SOUTHWARK JUNIOR PARK RUN
Southwark junior parkrun is now officially up and running! Taking place every Sunday at
9:00am in Southwark Park, this free, fun 2km event is open to children aged 4–14. Participants
can run, walk, or skip the course at their own pace—either independently or accompanied by
a parent. With marshals positioned all around the route and a dedicated tail walker ensuring
no one finishes last (unless they choose to!), it’s a safe and supportive environment for
everyone involved.

Parkrun is completely free to join, and children can register for a personal barcode to track
their times and earn milestone wristbands after 11, 21, 50, 100, and 250 runs.
The start and finish are located just outside the café in Southwark Park. For more information
or to register, visit: https://www.parkrun.org.uk/southwark-juniors/

If you have any questions, you can contact the team at southwarkjuniors@parkrun.com.
Please note: this is not a Redriff event and there will be no staff present. Parents and carers
are responsible for carrying out their own safeguarding checks before attending.

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/southwark-juniors/
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